Llandyssil Community News – Newyddion Cymunedol Llandysul

For residents of Llandyssil, Cefn-y-Coed, Cwminkin and Green Lane

July/August/September 2007 (Issue 9)

Forthcoming events

Sunday 15 July - Abermule Old Stars play Aston Villa Old Stars Kick Off 2.30 at Abermule Community Centre
Featuring such well known Llandyssil and Cefn-y-Coed personalities as Gwyn Hamer, Martin Hughes, Nigel Hughes (Flag), Rob Hughes, Kevin Lewis (Cefn-y-Coed Kev), Alan Price, Nigel Price, Nigel Thomas (Compy) no-one should miss this exciting event. Gwyn Hamer, Nigel Hughes, Nigel Thomas had the task of assembling 20 players for the Abermule All Stars. 

The Aston Villa team will consist of players aged over 35 while the Abermule side will be 30 years and over – probably 40! The organiser has promised there will be some well known names taking part for Aston Villa.   

The 90 minute match will start at 2.30pm at Abermule Community Centre, Admission £3. Refreshments will be available. Funds raised will go to Air Ambulance and Abermule Community Centre. Event sponsors – Salop Leisure and S.J. Roberts Group.

In the morning there will be a junior football tournament with local players taking part. Kick Off – 10am.

The match replaces the annual ‘Fun Day’ to raise funds for the Abermule Community Centre. 

Saturday 4th August - Llandyssil Old School Coffee Morning – Montgomery Town Hall.  And of course on the last Saturday of every month at 10.15 in The Old School Hall  

Autumn Fare and Dragon Fest – CHANGE OF DATE - to Saturday 8th September

The Autumn Fare and Hog Roast will now be held with the Dragon Fest on Saturday 8 September. Please watch poster sites for details.  
The Dragon Fest will help raise money for the village. It will be the first Dragon Fest in Wales. The intention is to celebrate the Dragon, the national symbol of Wales, in any form anyone would like. The Dragon is known in many other countries and the event is therefore also an opportunity to celebrate the international significance of the Dragon. 

It is hoped that many of us, young and old, who live in Llandyssil will make Dragons for our driveways, gardens – or anywhere they would like. Dragons come in all shapes and sizes – large and small. They could made from anything – chicken wire , tree stumps, include moving parts for those with mechanical skills, or be ornate, or live on rooftops or up trees; there could even be a clutch of eggs or a Dragon’s tail disappearing over a roof or round a corner. All that is needed is imagination. 

The fare and hog roast will be similar to last year but look out for some new attractions – will the Llandyssil Olympics make a comeback? Will George face the Dragon? What would you like to see? Be sure of one thing,-  There will be dragons.

Please ring Simon on 668891 if you have any ideas or would like to help.
Autumn and Winter Ceilidhs

Following the success of the Ceilidh earlier this year it has been decided to run Ceilidhs once a month in the Old School Hall during the long winter nights, effectively from September to March.  Apart from the obvious social fun and exercise, a regular monthly meeting will have the effect of improving our dancing skills.  By St David’s Day we should be able to put on a more professional performance and also to perform at village events such as next year’s Hog Roast.  Callers will probably be Amanda and Rod Munday who are well experienced. It has not yet been decided on which day of the week and or at what time (6.30 or 7.30pm) the Ceilidhs will be held. Any suggestions, please contact John Billington on 668619. Beginners welcome!  

Reports of  events

Llandyssil Youth Club Trip – Sunday 17th June 2007

Following a really successful trip to Talyllyn Railway on Sunday 29 April,   on Sunday 17 June twenty one children from Llandyssil Youth Club and thirteen adults walked to the waterfall at the northern end of Lake Vyrnwy and in the afternoon played and swam in the River at Dolanog. A really enjoyable day was has by all and the weather, remarkably was good.
At Dolanog where the River Vyrnwy narrows to form gorges, chutes  and deep pools, some children were brave enough to get completely wet and venture to the cave on the other side of the river. Other were happy to use the rope to swing across. Asked if the water was cold one child commented – ‘It might have been, did not notice’. No wimps here. 

A sausage and burger lunch was cooked by Kevin over a camp fire which was followed by a game of rounders and lots of cheating. 

Here are some of the children’s comments about the trip.

‘I liked the sausages best’

‘The water’s lovely’

‘Going down the rapids was great’

‘I liked bum sliding down the bank by the river’

‘It was good’

‘I liked swimming in the river’

‘I’m really tired now’ 
‘Llandyssil Youth Club Trips – the wetter, the better’

Many thanks to Kevin and Maggie and the parent helpers.  

 Old School Hall   
The Annual General Meeting and Open Village Meeting at the Old School Hall scheduled for Wednesday 6th June was postponed because of developments. The draft lease is still under negotiation and is currently being reviewed by the legal department of The Church in Wales in Cardiff. Until some guidance is received from Cardiff on the likely way forward it was decided that it was not appropriate for a meeting to be held.  Please watch notice boards for a new AGM date in July/August.   
Landyssil Community Council – Cyngor cymuned llandyssil

Gwilym John Rippon has been appointed the new clerk of Llandyssil Community Council. 
Born and educated in Aberdare, Gwilym joined Dyfed Powys Police when he was 17. During his 32 years in the police, he served in various stations throughout Dyfed Powys Police including Brecon, Welshpool, Llanfair Caereinion, Llanfyllin and Newtown. For his last six years he was on the Police Federation where he rose to Welsh Regional Secretary.

Gwylim lives in Guilsfield having married a local girl from Llanfair Caereinion. He has two grown up children a boy and a girl and two grand children again a boy and a girl. 
Following Gwilym’s  appointment,  the Minutes will once again be published and posted in the Bus Shelter and on The Bakery notice board. Thanks to Mr G Humphreys and family for their help in this matter. 

Community Council Members (all 01686 numbers unless stated otherwise)

Chair, Cllr Gwyneth Jones, Lane House, Llandyssil  - Tel: 668216

Vice Chair, Cllr Brian Williams, Maesgwaelod, Green Lane - Tel : 07970 427514

Cllr Gwen Cooper, School House, Llandyssil – Tel : 668104

Cllr Andrew Davies, 2 Parkside, Abermule

Cllr Howard Ellis, 30 Court Close, Abermule – Tel 630372

Cllr Jane Hamer, Ty Canol, Llandyssil – Tel : 669950 

Cllr Tony James, 96 Dol Y Felin, Abermule

Cllr Mike Lloyd, Gate Farm, Llandyssil  -  Tel : 670625 

Cllr Kim Lovatt – Tel : 07977 223590

Cllr Arthur Mountford, Cwm Mule, Llanmerewig – Tel : 630271

Clerk – Gwilym John Rippon – Tel :  07799888324       e-mail : llandyssilcommunitycouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
Report from our County Councillor 

Many people have asked me how the decision making process of Powys County Council has changed since it became a ‘political’ Council.  The democratic process in Powys is run on what is known as the ‘fourth option’ under the Local Government Act 2000. That means that every committee has to be politically balanced.

Gone are the days when the full Council made the decisions( full Council only meets about 4 times per year these days and Chairman of the Council is really a ceremonial role) and these days the decisions are made by a 15 man Board which performs the’ executive’ function. This is currently made up of 11 Independents ( 6 from Powys Independent Group and 5 from Montgomeryshire Independent Group) 3 Liberal Democrats and 1 Labour Member, this being representative of the political balance of the Council.  Each Board Member has a responsibility for an area of the Councils business ( known as his portfolio), for example mine is Planning Services, Community Regeneration, Research and Sustainable Development. The Board meets at least once per week and sometimes every week. Each Board Member is responsible for making many day to day decisions in his area of responsibility as well as chairing any ‘Working Groups/Policy Groups that are applicable to that area.

The remainder of the members ( 58) undertake the role of scrutiny and apart from the Principal Scrutiny Committee there are 5 other scrutiny committees ( all 15 man committees and politically balanced the same as the Board). They scrutinise the work of the Board and of Board Members and Board Members have to appear before Scrutiny Committees on a regular basis to answer questions and explain their decisions.

Separate from the above there are the two quasi-judicial functions of Planning ( and here the Council has three ‘shire’ planning sub-committees and an overarching Central Planning Committee) and  similar arrangements for Licensing.  Rights of Way is also a function where responsibility has been devolved from the Board to a separate Rights of Way Committee.

This brief explanation I hope gives people a brief insight as to how the decision making process works in Powys.

Wynne Jones

Elected Member Powys County Council - Dolforwyn ward
Post Office
No developments to report. If anyone is interested contact Pauline Jones on 07885 934049.  Time is running out. 
Bus service

There is currently one bus a day. This departs the Upper House at Llandyssil for Newtown via Montgomery at 12.05 arriving in Newtown at 12.50. The return bus leaves Newtown at 3pm and arrives Llandyssil at 3.35. The service is operated by Station Cars – 01686 621818. If you intend to travel do give them a call and they will look out for you or collect for a convenient point. 

Mobile Library
The mobile library comes to Llandyssil village - Brooklyn at 2.30 pm and Upper House at 2.45 pm - on FRIDAYS fortnightly – July 6th  and 20th; August 3rd, 17th and 31st; September 14th and 28th ; October 14th and 26th.

Other useful numbers

Dial a ride – 622566

Doctors’ Surgery Montgomery - 668217

Newtown Police Station - 08453 302000

Reports on village activities

The Old School Hall – for Hall booking – contact Vivien Hunter, Tel: 668603.

Regular meetings 
The Llandyssil Mothers and Toddlers Group – meets every Tuesday in term time from 10 am – 12noon. 

IMPORTANT - Mums, dads and grandparents your help and support is desperately needed – we either use the Mothers and Toddlers Group or lose it. . (Thelma Bevan tel : 668341) 

Brownies – every Thursday from 4 pm to 5.30  in term time - craft, badges, fun and games for 7- 10 year olds. (Tina Warburton tel : 668003)

The Llandyssil Brownies are 50 years old this year. The Brownies and Guides were started by Kath Mountford  in 1957 on the ground floor of the Malt House, where there are tales, when they arrived, of the children having to shout and clap to scare the rats. The Brownies later moved to the Old School House. There will be an afternoon celebration of this golden anniversary in September.    

Line Dancing – every Monday at 7.30  (Dave Hamer djhhamer@hotmail.com  tel : 668303) Since the last issue the Llandyssil Stompers have raised over £500 at Argae Hall for Hope House. Next event – September 27 at Argae Hall with recording artist and line dancing expert Paul Bailey   

Women’s Institute – From September 2007 the WI will meet in the Old School Hall at 7.30 pm on the third THURSDAY of each month (not Wednesday as previously). The next meeting will be on Thursday September 20th when the speaker will be Lesley Halliday  on Chemicals in the Home. If you are interested do come along and join us – be sure of a warm welcome. (Maire Hewitt tel : 668490)  

Youth Club  - every Friday from 6.30 -8pm  (Sarah Hughes tel 668176 or Stan Davies tel: 668247). The Llandyssil Youth Club has over 40 members – age 12 and under. The new term starts on xx September xx
Coffee Morning – Meets on last Saturday of each month at 10.15 (not December)

Gardening Club (Gardening & Wildlife Society)
The Llandyssil Gardening & Wildlife Society meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month in the Old School Hall. Non-members will be charged just £1 on the night. The varied programme will include talks by experienced local experts and there will also be plant swaps, a trip to a local garden and social events. We look forward to seeing you again and welcoming new gardening enthusiasts.

We regret that due to the heavy rain on June 14th we had to postpone the visit to Glansevern Gardens.  However, we hope to be able to go to these magnificent gardens in July or August.  A new date will be discussed at the next meeting.  Please come along at 7.30p.m. on 12th July to taste the local Cider. 

12th July
Home brew cider & tasting – John Jenkins, Cider maker and supplier

August


We take a break
13th September
Growing and cooking vegetables – Mary and Emlyn Thomas

11th October

Composting
8th November

Birds in the garden – RSPB
13th December 
Mulled wine and mince pies + Willow Making by Helen



Porter

For further information please contact Vivien Hunter, Tel: 668603 

Gardeners’ Notebook

By a keen amateur:  

Well the rain has certainly brought out the best and the worst of our gardens.  Everything is looking lush and green including the weeds!  As I write this I am nipping out between rain storms to deadhead, weed and tidy up storm damaged plants. 

Everything started early this year due to the warm and dry April but I do not want the plants to stop flowering early – deadheading and feeding will help to prolong the flowering season.  I am making sure the pots never dry out – they often need watering even in the rain!   In the hot weather they may need watering twice a day. The pots will need feeding in July – the nutrients in the compost usually only last a month – if I want them to continue to flower until the very end of summer they will need a boost from time to time.
I am new to growing vegetables but can report that my broad beans, lettuces and potatoes seem to be doing well with very little effort (only digging in a lot of manure) – very encouraging for a beginner!  I have to watch those slugs on the lettuces though. I scatter organic slug pellets around the plants – these are non-toxic so it’s my way of helping the environment without finding the slugs have eaten the lettuces before I do!
Village announcements

Please phone or e-mail the editor with any other village announcements which should be considered for inclusion.
Local Walks
A SHORT CIRCULAR WALK

Any community is enriched by having open footpaths where people feel free to walk without hindrance.  At the moment our area is short of unobstructed walks.   Many Rights of Way (ROW) exist where the public has a legal right to walk but hedges and fences without stiles frequently block them off in practice, making walking difficult and the walker feel unwelcome. This is a pity, as most walkers nowadays are older and local people who respect the countryside and do no harm.

The following short walk (about one and a half miles) is relatively unobstructed:

Start at the Village Hall and proceed between the School House and the Church, entering the field by the wicket gate. (Gates like this were the origin of the three stumps in cricket.)  Be sure to fasten the latch.  Follow the fence on your left behind the Spires towards the field gate.  Two young horses, a white and a bay, will probably express a mild interest in you but are harmless. Adjoining the field gate is a modern Kissing Gate – the first of three on this walk.  Go through the kissing gate and proceed towards the rear of the Old Rectory and then turn sharply to your right.  

A large copper beech is to your right.  Looking across the field, with your back to the Old Rectory, you should see a small gap in the hedge.  This is the second Kissing Gate.  At the moment it is overgrown with hawthorn and un-passable except by the very determined but by the time you read this it will have been cleared.  You find yourself behind one of the group of three new houses around Cae Melyn and here a swath of grass has helpfully been cut along the line of the hedge, making the path easy to follow.  Continue along the line of the hedge until near the road.  The path and Kissing Gate number three lie to the left of the cattle grid. 

You are now halfway between the two crossroads leading in to the village from Abermule and Montgomery.  The path you have been following is FP No 30 on the Powys Definitive Footpath Map and this path continues directly uphill to Coed-y-Wig.  Unfortunately the way ahead is blocked by a hedge and I could find no entrance to the path.  Perhaps when the hedge is cut in September a stile or gap could be left here to enable walkers to use this path and look back at the village from the hilltop.

For the moment it is best to turn left along the road, past the crossroad towards Abermule. Immediately before the stone bridge, known locally as Sarn Bridge (but on maps as Llandyssil Bridge), you can enter the field on your left.  A step would be useful here.  The footpath is officially FP No 29 although the entry point does not quite coincide with where the map claims it should be!  The path now swings sharply back to your left towards the church.  The simplest thing is to follow the brook which is to your right.  Towards the apex of the field you will note some Japanese knotweed on the river-bank, one of those invasive plants (like Rose-bay Willow Herb which was introduced from Canada as a garden plant) that have become impossible to eradicate.  Thirty yards short of the apex, to your left, you will see a stile in the hedge ahead of you .  A step here would also be useful but someone has considerately cut back the hawthorn recently to make this easily passable. Once over the stile you are at the back of Brooklyn and the path to your right will bring you straight back to your starting point opposite the Village Hall car park.  As you follow the path with the brook on your right look for another recent and invasive plant, the Himalayan Balsam.  This is a tall and sturdy flower which loves river banks and has a flower (in July and August) which seeds itself by exploding noisily and shooting several feet – quite a dramatic sight on a hot summer’s day.

Anyone interested in forming a Walking Group is invited to phone 668619 (John Billington).

Sports news 

Hockey – The Montgomery ladies, with a duo of keen Llandyssil players finished well placed in the Shropshire Hatcher Ladies Hockey League, beating the league leaders in the final match of the season.   

The Abermule Football Club – having finished the League mid field, the Club’s more senior members play Aston Villa Old Stars on  Sunday 15 July – see above. 
Junior Football League – the Montgomery Under 9s, with four keen Llandyssil players – Cameron Parry, Dan Hamer, George Hughes, and Dewi Williams – see picture - came third in the league and were runners up in the Cup being beaten by face Bishop’s Castle in the final. This is a tremendous achievement.

The new season restarts in September.
Cricket – Montgomery Cricket Club. Weekly net sessions outdoors are held every Thursday night from 6pm onwards until end August – weather willing!.  If you are interested in cricket call Stan Davies on 668247 for more information.

Tennis – TENNIS SUCCESS for LLANDYSSIL JUNIOR. Congratulations to Daniel Pugh of Cae Du, Llandyssil, who won the Under-14 Boys Singles event in the County Junior Tennis Championships in Newtown on Saturday 16th June.  In the final Daniel came from 4-5 down to take the set 7-5.  Josh Prince from Montgomery took third place.  Both these juniors should find a place in a senior team in a few years’ time.  

Coaching for Juniors at all levels is available in Montgomery during the first two weeks of the Summer holidays (starting 23rd July).  Group coaching (groups of eight) is most appropriate for beginners or intermediates and costs £35 for ten hours coaching (two hours a day, Monday to Friday). Individual coaching costs £12 an hour (or £6 an hour for two sharing) and is appropriate for more advanced players.  The coach is Jack Bothwell from Shrewsbury, supported by Geoff Norton who plays for Montgomery Men’s A team. 

Llandyssil tennis players contribute to the success of the Montgomery teams, with Jane Randall-Smith playing for the Ladies’ team, and John Billington filling in as needed for the Men’s A team which currently leads Division One with an outstanding record of 30 sets won and only 2 conceded.  Jonathan Ward captains the B team which currently leads Division Three and looks likely to gain promotion.   So this shapes up to be a very successful season.  New players at all levels are always welcome.   Contact John Billington on 668619 if interested.

If there is other sports news which should be included, please contact the editor.
The Upper House (668465)

Future events

The Upper House supports a number of village teams :   

Darts –  finished a good season mid table.
Pool  - The A team – finished 5th in its league

The B team – finished 7th in its league 
Services at St Tyssil’s Church in July, August and September 

Priest-in-Charge - Rev’d Derek Milton - 668243 

In addition to the regular weekly service at 10.30 am each Friday 

Sunday 1 July  at 3pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 8 July at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 15 July at 3pm Holy Eucharist

Sunday 22 July at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 29 July at 3pm Holy Eucharist or Evening Prayer
Sunday 5 August at 3pm Evening Prayer 

Sunday  12 August at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 19 August at 3pm Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 26 August at 9.30am Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 2 September at 3pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 9 September at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 16 September at 3pm Holy Eucharist

Sunday 23 September at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 30 September at 3pm Holy Eucharist or Evening Prayer
Abermule 

Abermule Bowls Club needs new members. If you have played before come and join us, if not, and you would like to learn to play, come down on a Monday or Friday evening and learn how to play. All ages welcome, young and old. The Club has a supply of woods for you to use,  Free of charge. Contact Margaret on 01686 668405

Car boot sales – 7,21 July, 4,18 August, 1,15,22 Sept.  £5 per car/£10 car and trailer or large van. Phone – 630240/264.  
Montgomery 

Montgomery Show – Saturday 18th August. For more information see Montgomery Town Hall notice board or contact Mary Bunner on 01686 668658
The Castle Kitchen opened on May 25th and should be open for dinner from mid July. 01686 668795
Ivy House has a new proprietor – Sue Grimes. Open each day form 10 am to 5pm and soon on Friday and Saturday evenings. 01686 668746 

Thursdays – Keep Fit,  Town Hall. Sally Orme 01686 668630

Mondays, fortnightly -  Scrabble Club in The Dragon – Hazel and Paul on 01686 668912

Wednesday 6.00 – 7.30 – Community Centre – Montgomery Scouts (Cubs). Ken Whitmore on 01686 630718

Library - opening times Tuesday 5.30 – 7.30, Thursday 11 – 1pm and 2 – 4pm and Saturday 10 – 2pm

Montgomery Walking Group. Eric Gent 01686 668474 

Street lighting - Trials are being conducted for street lighting to be switched off between 12 midnight and 5am. Should Llandyssil follow suit? 

Bits and Pieces

The Fire Brigade are conducting Free fire home safety checks. Ring 0800 3899279.

Junk Mail - To remove your name from the Royal Mail list for unaddressed mail contact Opt Out, Room 130, Wheatstone House, Wheatstone Road, Dorcan, Swindon SN3 5JW or call 0845 7950950

Age Concern Montgomeryshire provide a service for checking benefits – such as pension credit, council tax and eligibility for attendance allowance - and will also give help in completing the necessary forms. 

Advertisements

Environmentally Friendly Burials – Ifor and Eira Humphreys

Tel : 630331 or e-mail : greenlaneburialfield.co.uk  

Please advise editor if you would like to advertise. Proceeds support this publication. Examples - 
Listing - £2.50 per issue or £8 for four issues – max two lines  

Box – £5 per issue or £12 for four issues
Next Newsletter

Any ideas or suggestions for the October/November/December issue or comments on this issue of the newsletter are greatly welcomed. Please contact Tim on 668180 or at pineapplemews@aol.com or leave any comments in the ‘News Box’ located on the bar in the Upper House – courtesy of Margaret and Simon. By mid September please.  

